n8                                          Paracelsus
"It is of the nature of the vitriol to become copper. . .
for there is a unique, copper-like nature in it. Vice versa,
vitriol will change the quality in copper; for if copper is
broken by aqua forris, the entire copper turns into vitriol.
, . . Whatever comes from copper gives a good vitriol."12
One would think that from such statements it was only a small
step to the insight that the copper is in the vitriol. Yet, it
took humanity another hundred and fifty years to make this
step. The great Isaac Newton (1642-1727) still thought it
wonderful that in Bohemia iron could be transmuted into cop-
per. The truth, of course, is that the copper vitriol combines
with iron to make iron vitriol, while the copper which it con-
tains precipitates out. The "miracle" Paracelsus performed
with the kitchen fork at Ambras may be explained by assuming
that a copper plating appeared on the iron.
Such triumphs made the Fiieger technicians bolder. Trans-
mutation of metals was a fact for them. Paracelsus believed that
common lead could be made into living quicksilver with the
help of borax. He did not doubt that all metals could be trans-
muted though, with respect to gold, "God has not revealed
the secret."
THE "QUINTESSENCE"
The Philosopher's Stone was a myth which alchemists utilized
to guard their trade secrets and to mystify rich sponsors.
"It is not proper to say much about the Philosopher's Stone
or to boast about its possession. The ancients have indicated
the recipe for those who have true understanding. However,
they used parables to keep unworthy persons from knowing
and misusing it."13